Introduction to Linux
What is Linux?
Linux is a free open source operating system originally developed by Linus Torvalds in the early 1990s. It was released as open source and remains a worldwide developed operating system mainly distributed via the Internet.
Linux is a popular operating system for developers, computer enthusiasts, Internet Service Providers, and corporations using it for various functions from workstations to network servers. It is most popular as a server, ranging from Web servers to mail servers to ftp servers.
Why should I learn Linux?
Linux is an up-and-coming competing operating system with Microsoft Windows. It is available on a wide range of platforms, but the most popular platform is the PC. As an operating system, it still has a few quirks and things which are different than Windows, and for companies pursuing Linux 
What is Open Source Software? 

You see a lot of companies releasing their source code into "open source" these days. Open source is different for each companies license agreement, but basically, most fall under the general idea of releasing the source code so any developer can work on and add to their original product.
Open Source software is software which has its source code available to the general public to modify, alter, and create new software using.
Linux has been developed by thousands of programmers world wide. They add their features and improvements, with the best ones being added together to make a distribution release. With thousands of programmers, there isn't one central company that controls or develops Linux, but many working together to develop the OS. 
Unfortunately, since there isn't one central organization which is responsible for Linux per se, there isn't one company to point your fingers at when something goes wrong. However, when there is a bug or deficiency identified, the collection of developers of Linux usually post a fix quicker than a normal software company can.
What is Open Source Software?
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A Linux Distribution is a copy of the Linux operating system, its related utilities and software programs from a specific vendor. For example, Redhat offers a Linux Distribution, as does Corel, Caldera, and several others. 
What are the differences between Linux distributions?
There are several differences between each distribution from different vendors. First, there is price. Each vendor prices their distribution differently, and most have prices for a Personal version and a Server version, each with a different set of programs that go with it. Second, different distributions include different utilities, software programs, and features. Also, different distributions have different support offers from the vendors. 
The most popular Linux distribution is Red Hat Software. Red Hat has a simple installation utility and offers many different versions for purchase. It also has 30 days of support with additional support available for purchase. You can download their Linux distributions here.
Another popular Linux distribution due to its ease of installation is Caldera Linux. It is aimed at the corporate market, with a copy of Staroffice and ease of use for workstations. Their distribution is available here.
Corel is releasing its own version of Linux, their downloads are available here.
Debian is a distribution of Linux that does not have a main commerical interest behind it. It is available here. 
SuSE is also a popular distribution of Linux, especially its German version. You can download SuSE here.
More Linux resources are available here.
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